
 
 
 

August 18, 2025 

The Honorable Ryan Zinke 
U.S. House of Representatives 
512 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Re: Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Dear Representative Zinke, 

Thank you for your service to Montana and for your past support of the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF). As a Montanan yourself, you know the importance of keeping 

our lands open, accessible, and productive for local communities. 

The Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance (RVSA) is a collaborative group of ranchers, conservation 

organizations, sportsmen, recreationists, and community leaders in Madison County, 

Montana. We came together more than a decade ago to find common ground on the use 

and stewardship of working lands, fish and wildlife habitat, and public access. Our 

membership represents a wide range of perspectives, but we are united in a shared 

commitment to sustaining the open landscapes, rural livelihoods, and outdoor traditions 

that make southwest Montana special. 

LWCF has been central to this effort. It has supported projects in the Tobacco Root 

Mountains, expanded access along the Madison River, and helped ensure that ranching, 

hunting, and fishing traditions remain strong. At present, an LWCF land acquisition project 

is underway in Madison County, and RVSA supports it as an investment that benefits both 

people and the land. 

We are concerned about the FY26 proposal to redirect LWCF dollars toward deferred 

maintenance. Congress has provided clear direction for how LWCF is to be spent, and we 

ask that this direction be honored. Maintenance needs are already addressed through the 



 
 
Land and Recreation Fund created under the Great American Outdoors Act. LWCF should 

continue to focus on conservation and access. 

The benefits of LWCF are not limited to Montana. Since its creation, LWCF investments 

have touched nearly every county in the United States, demonstrating its broad reach and 

support. Here in Madison County, as across the nation, it helps sustain working lands, 

protect water resources, and provide access for families and recreationists. 

We respectfully ask for your continued support in keeping LWCF true to its original purpose. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and for your continued service to Montana. 

Sincerely, 

Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance: 

John Anderson, Ruby Dell Ranch 

Neil Barnosky, Ledford Creek Grazing Association & Silver Spring Ranch  

Les Gilman, Gilman IH Cattle Company 

Gary Giem, Warm Springs Grazing Association & Giem Angus Ranch  

John Helle, Helle Livestock  

Rick Sandru, Ruby Valley Stock Association & Sandru Ranch  

George Trischman, Former Chair, Montana Public Lands Council 

Donna McDonald, Upper Canyon Ranch Outfitters 

Duke Gilman, Madison County Commissioners 

Chad Klinkenborg, Montana Land Reliance  

Chris Edgington, MT Trout Unlimited  

Dan Durham, Ruby Habitat Foundation  

Emily Cleveland, Wild Montana  

Jim Berkey, The Nature Conservancy  

Kathryn Eklund, The Wilderness Society  

Sally Schrank, The Greater Yellowstone Coalition 



 
 

August 18, 2025 

The Honorable Steve Daines 
United States Senate 
320 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Re: Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Dear Senator Daines, 

Thank you for your leadership in securing permanent funding for the Land and Water 

Conservation Fund (LWCF). Your work has ensured that Montanans and communities 

across the country continue to benefit from one of our nation’s most effective conservation 

programs. 

The Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance (RVSA) is an alliance of ranchers, conservation 

organizations, sportsmen, recreationists, and community leaders based in Madison 

County, Montana. Our members represent diverse perspectives, yet we work together on 

practical solutions to sustain working lands, conserve wildlife habitat, and protect the rural 

economy. For more than a decade, RVSA has been an example of how collaboration across 

traditional divides can serve the broader community. 

LWCF has been essential in supporting these goals. In our region, it has secured access in 

the Tobacco Root Mountains, protected habitat along the Madison River, and provided 

opportunities for both ranchers and recreationists. Currently, an LWCF-funded acquisition 

is underway in Madison County, which RVSA supports for the way it balances conservation, 

access, and local livelihoods. 

We are concerned about the FY26 proposal to reallocate LWCF funding toward deferred 

maintenance. Congress gave clear direction on LWCF’s purpose, and we ask that this be 

honored. Maintenance is already addressed through the Land and Recreation Fund created 



 
 
under the Great American Outdoors Act. Preserving LWCF’s original focus is critical to 

sustaining the benefits Montanans rely on. 

It is also important to recognize that LWCF has reached nearly every county in the United 

States. Its benefits are national in scope, with investments that enjoy strong bipartisan 

support across communities of all sizes. 

We ask for your continued leadership to ensure that LWCF remains true to its original 

intent. Thank you for your commitment to this program and for your service to Montana. 

Sincerely, 

Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance: 

John Anderson, Ruby Dell Ranch 

Neil Barnosky, Ledford Creek Grazing Association & Silver Spring Ranch  

Les Gilman, Gilman IH Cattle Company 

Gary Giem, Warm Springs Grazing Association & Giem Angus Ranch  

John Helle, Helle Livestock  

Rick Sandru, Ruby Valley Stock Association & Sandru Ranch  

George Trischman, Former Chair, Montana Public Lands Council 

Donna McDonald, Upper Canyon Ranch Outfitters 

Duke Gilman, Madison County Commissioners 

Chad Klinkenborg, Montana Land Reliance  

Chris Edgington, MT Trout Unlimited  

Dan Durham, Ruby Habitat Foundation  

Emily Cleveland, Wild Montana  

Jim Berkey, The Nature Conservancy  

Kathryn Eklund, The Wilderness Society  

Sally Schrank, The Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

  



 
 

August 18, 2025 

The Honorable Doug Burgum 
Secretary of the Interior 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Dear Secretary Burgum, 

Congratulations on your appointment as Secretary of the Interior. We look forward to your 

leadership in ensuring the long-term health and accessibility of our nation’s public lands. 

The Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance (RVSA) is a coalition of ranchers, conservation 

organizations, sportsmen, recreationists, and community leaders in Madison County, 

Montana. We were formed to build dialogue and cooperation between diverse interests, 

with the goal of conserving open space, sustaining working lands, and maintaining public 

access. Our work demonstrates how local communities can collaborate to address 

challenges while supporting both rural livelihoods and natural resources. 

LWCF has been a critical tool in this work. In our region, it has improved access to trails in 

the Tobacco Root Mountains, conserved habitat along the Madison River, and provided 

investments that serve both local communities and the broader public. A current LWCF 

land acquisition in Madison County continues this legacy, and RVSA supports it as an 

example of how the program benefits landowners, recreationists, and future generations 

alike. 

The FY26 proposal to shift LWCF funding toward deferred maintenance is concerning. 

Congress has set direction on how LWCF funds are to be spent, and following that 

guidance ensures the integrity of the program. Maintenance challenges are already being 

addressed through the Land and Recreation Fund created by the Great American Outdoors 

Act. LWCF should remain focused on its intended purpose of land and water conservation. 



 
 
It is also important to recognize that LWCF’s benefits extend well beyond Montana. The 

program has invested in nearly every county in the United States, a testament to its broad 

value and support across communities nationwide. 

We encourage you to uphold LWCF’s original intent and to ensure that the program 

continues to provide conservation and access benefits across the country. Thank you for 

your leadership in this new role and for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance: 

John Anderson, Ruby Dell Ranch 

Neil Barnosky, Ledford Creek Grazing Association & Silver Spring Ranch  

Les Gilman, Gilman IH Cattle Company 

Gary Giem, Warm Springs Grazing Association & Giem Angus Ranch  

John Helle, Helle Livestock  

Rick Sandru, Ruby Valley Stock Association & Sandru Ranch  

George Trischman, Former Chair, Montana Public Lands Council 

Donna McDonald, Upper Canyon Ranch Outfitters 

Duke Gilman, Madison County Commissioners 

Chad Klinkenborg, Montana Land Reliance  

Chris Edgington, MT Trout Unlimited  

Dan Durham, Ruby Habitat Foundation  

Emily Cleveland, Wild Montana  

Jim Berkey, The Nature Conservancy  

Kathryn Eklund, The Wilderness Society  

Sally Schrank, The Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

  



 
 

August 18, 2025 

The Honorable Tim Sheehy 
United States Senate 
G55 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Re: Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Dear Senator Sheehy, 

Thank you for your service to Montana and for your attention to issues that affect our land, 

water, and communities. As you take on this role in the Senate, we appreciate your work on 

behalf of Montanans who depend on healthy landscapes, strong rural economies, and 

access to the outdoors. 

The Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance (RVSA) is an alliance of ranchers, conservation 

organizations, sportsmen, recreationists, and community leaders in Madison County, 

Montana. We work across diverse perspectives to sustain working lands, conserve fish and 

wildlife habitat, and ensure that rural livelihoods and outdoor traditions remain strong. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has been a cornerstone of these efforts. In 

southwest Montana, LWCF has expanded access to trails in the Tobacco Root Mountains, 

conserved habitat along the Madison River, and supported projects that balance land 

conservation with working ranches. A current LWCF land acquisition project in Madison 

County continues this legacy, and RVSA supports it as an important investment for both 

people and land. 

We are concerned about the FY26 proposal to redirect LWCF funding toward deferred 

maintenance. Congress has provided clear direction on how LWCF funds are to be 

allocated, and we ask that this guidance be honored. Maintenance needs are already being 

addressed through the Land and Recreation Fund under the Great American Outdoors Act. 

LWCF should remain focused on conservation and access. 



 
 
LWCF is also a national program, with investments reaching nearly every county in the 

United States. Its benefits are widely felt and supported across communities of all kinds. 

We respectfully ask for your support in keeping LWCF true to its original purpose. Thank you 

for your service and for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 
 
Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance: 

John Anderson, Ruby Dell Ranch 

Neil Barnosky, Ledford Creek Grazing Association & Silver Spring Ranch  

Les Gilman, Gilman IH Cattle Company 

Gary Giem, Warm Springs Grazing Association & Giem Angus Ranch  

John Helle, Helle Livestock  

Rick Sandru, Ruby Valley Stock Association & Sandru Ranch  

George Trischman, Former Chair, Montana Public Lands Council 

Donna McDonald, Upper Canyon Ranch Outfitters 

Duke Gilman, Madison County Commissioners 

Chad Klinkenborg, Montana Land Reliance  

Chris Edgington, MT Trout Unlimited  

Dan Durham, Ruby Habitat Foundation  

Emily Cleveland, Wild Montana  

Jim Berkey, The Nature Conservancy  

Kathryn Eklund, The Wilderness Society  

Sally Schrank, The Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

  



 
 
 

 

August 18, 2025 
The Honorable Troy Downing 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1529 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Re: Land and Water Conservation Fund 

Dear Representative Downing, 

Thank you for your service to Montana and for representing the interests of our state’s 

communities, lands, and people in Congress. 

The Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance (RVSA) is a collaborative alliance of ranchers, 

conservation organizations, sportsmen, recreationists, and community leaders in Madison 

County, Montana. Our group brings together diverse perspectives to address land 

management, conservation, and rural economic issues in ways that benefit both people 

and the land. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) has played a key role in this work. It has 

secured access in the Tobacco Root Mountains, protected habitat in the Madison Valley, 

and provided opportunities for ranchers, hunters, anglers, and recreationists. A current 

LWCF land acquisition in Madison County demonstrates the program’s continuing value, 

and RVSA supports it as an example of local and national benefit. 

The FY26 proposal to reallocate LWCF dollars toward deferred maintenance is concerning. 

Congress has already provided direction on how LWCF funds are to be spent, and we ask 

that this direction be followed. Maintenance needs are being met through the Land and 

Recreation Fund created by the Great American Outdoors Act. LWCF should remain 

focused on conservation and public access. 



 
 
It is important to note that LWCF investments have reached nearly every county in the 

United States, reflecting both the breadth of its impact and the widespread support it 

receives. 

We respectfully ask for your support in ensuring LWCF continues to fulfill its original 

mission. Thank you for your service and for your attention to this important program. 

Sincerely, 
 
Ruby Valley Strategic Alliance: 

John Anderson, Ruby Dell Ranch 

Neil Barnosky, Ledford Creek Grazing Association & Silver Spring Ranch  

Les Gilman, Gilman IH Cattle Company 

Gary Giem, Warm Springs Grazing Association & Giem Angus Ranch  

John Helle, Helle Livestock  

Rick Sandru, Ruby Valley Stock Association & Sandru Ranch  

George Trischman, Former Chair, Montana Public Lands Council 

Donna McDonald, Upper Canyon Ranch Outfitters 

Duke Gilman, Madison County Commissioners 

Chad Klinkenborg, Montana Land Reliance  

Chris Edgington, MT Trout Unlimited  

Dan Durham, Ruby Habitat Foundation  

Emily Cleveland, Wild Montana  

Jim Berkey, The Nature Conservancy  

Kathryn Eklund, The Wilderness Society  

Sally Schrank, The Greater Yellowstone Coalition 

 


